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ABSTRACT

IN OCTOBER 2005, A SHIPMENT OF 175 TRIGA FUEL ELEMENTS OF FRESH 20% LOW
ENRICHED URANIUM (LEU) WAS SUCCESSFULLY SHIPPED FROM FRANCE TO THE
INSTITUTE FOR NUCLEAR RESEARCH IN PITESTI, ROMANIA. THIS WAS THE SECOND FRESH
FUEL SHIPMENT RESULTING IN A TOTAL OF 225 FUEL ELEMENTS DELIVERED UNDER THE
IAEA TECHNICAL COOPERATION PROGRAMME.

THE GLOBAL THREAT REDUCTION INITIATIVE “GTRI” IS TO REDUCE, AND ELIMINATE,
THE USE OF AND STORAGE OF HIGHLY ENRICHED URANIUM IN CIVIL NUCLEAR
ACTIVITIES. THIS IAEA PROJECT IS FUNDED BY US-DOE CONTRIBUTING OVER $ 3.6
MILLION; ROMANIA CONTRIBUTING $ 0.5 MILLION AND IAEA $ 0.3 MILLION AND THE
COORDINATING ROLE. THROUGH THE TRILATERAL CONTRACT SIGNED IN 2003 AMONG
THE PARTIES, THE FRENCH COMPANY CERCA WAS SELECTED TO MANUFACTURE THE
LEU FUEL IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ORIGINAL DESIGN FROM GENERAL ATOMICS

THIS PAPER DESCRIBES THE GOOD PROGRESS ACHIEVED (PROJECT SCHEDULE,
MANUFACTURING STATUS, REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS AND LESSONS LEARNED).
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